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ADB has taken the lead in establishing a 
collaboration platform with other partner 
institutions to enable exchange of information, 
ideas and facilitate discussions on integrated 
transport systems and logistics. 
 
This digest is a monthly newsletter of Integrated 
and Transport Logistics Hub, the knowledge sharing 
platform of ADB. 
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SPOTLIGHT 
 
Historic Agreement Opens Transport in People's Republic of 
China, Viet Nam 

Hist   'No obstacle' to Laos-PRC rail link 

There are "no obstacles" to Laos' planned high-speed rail link from People’s 
Republic of China; the Country's Transport Minister was quoted as saying. 
 

Journalists gather beside the high speed train of the new 2,298-kilometre line 
between Beijing and Guangzhou in 2012.  
 

Construction on the seven billion dollar, 421 kilometre PRC-Lao railway "would 
begin shortly after all parties had reached an agreement and all preparations 
were complete," the Vientiane Times quoted Minister of Public Works and 
Transport Sommath Pholsena as saying. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sommath said the precise details relating to funding and a start date for the 
project is yet to be agreed. Laos is to finance the scheme with a loan from PRC's 
EXIM Bank of China. 
 

The planned railway would run from Luang Namtha on the Laos-PRC border to 
Vientiane, with a standard-gauge track of 1.435 metres, and a maximum speed 
of 160 kilometres per hour (kph), less than the 200 kph initially planned. 
 

The line will require 76 tunnels and 154 bridges, including two across the 
Mekong River, and 31 stations. Read more at Bangkok Post.  
 
 
O’Neill also added that Germany may export twice as much to China as it does to 
France by the end of the decade. 
 
A significant portion of China’s trade involves importing raw materials and parts 
which are reassembled into finished products to then be re-exported. Last 
month, China’s trade expanded from a year earlier more than previously 
estimated, with exports rising by 25 percent and imports by 28.8 percent. 
 
The U.S. took in $2.28 trillion in goods last year compared to China’s $1.82 
trillion of imports. The U.S., however, recorded a goods deficit of more than 
$700 billion in 2012 while China experienced a trade surplus totaling $231.1 
billion. Source: China Briefing 
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The ADB called for caution, noting the 
cost was 80% of Laos' annual national 
budget. 
 
"For the Asian Development Bank and 
many others, the cost is unaffordable 
for Laos to take on, even at very 
concessional rates," the international 
lender's Thailand director Craig 
Steffensen said Tuesday. 

Journalists gather beside the high speed train of 
the new 2,298-kilometre line between Beijing and 
Guangzhou in 2012. (Photo from Bangkok Post 
article)  

CSR to enhance support for PRC's rail transport 
 

The Central Research Institute of People’s Republic of China CSR Corp. Ltd. was 
unveiled on April 16, 2013. CSR, PRC's biggest train maker, developed the institute 
to integrate high-end technology and management resources in the railway sector, 
a move aimed at boosting the innovative capacity of PRC's railway development. 
 

Wang Jun, head of the institute, compared the role of the new branch to an engine 
of innovation and a platform for gathering intelligence. Zheng Changhong, 
president of CSR, said the solid foundation will enable the company to lead 
industrial upgrading and transformation. State-of-the-art products like the 
CRH380A bullet train and the HXD1 locomotive have fueled the company's ascent 
as a world-leading enterprise in the industry, Zheng said. Source: Xinhua News 
 
The institute also plans to explore businesses related to the production of high-end 
and environmentally-friendly equipment, as well as map out economic and 
industry strategies.Read more at CCTV News 
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PRC’s Investment in Europe Continues to Rise/19 April 2013 
 

Chinese companies increased their investments in Europe by as much as 21 percent in 2012, solidifying its position as the main destination of 
Chinese Outward Foreign Investment (ODI). In total, Europe was the recipient of US$12.6 billion of Chinese investment last year, which now 
represents approximately 33 percent of all Chinese ODI. The rationale for increasing investment in Europe is attributed to a convergence of 
multiple factors. The current problems affecting European economies have led many enterprises to be in need of fresh capital, as regional 
sources of capital have dried up. In addition, lingering uncertainty over future growth prospects has led valuations to remain moderate. 
See more at Asia Briefing.  
 
 
 
 
national level China Green Freight Initiative in 2012. 
Read more here http://www.adb.org/features/adb-transport-forum-2012 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

LATEST NEWS ON INTEGRATED TRANSPORT AND LOGISTICS 

 FAQs  FEATURED PUBLICATION 

Platform for Sino-UK Co-operation on Modern Logistics Vocational Education/16 April 2013 
 

Skills for Logistics (SfL), China Federation for Logistics and Purchasing (CFLP), and British Council China have 
signed a Memorandum of Understanding that will see the three parties co-operating on areas such as logistics 
talent cultivation, standardisation and vocational education.  The MoU was signed at the offices of Unipart 
Logistics in Cowley, Oxfordshire on Friday, 12th April 2013 and marked the culmination of a successful visit by a 
CFLP delegation, a return visit for a delegation to PRC led by Skills for Logistics in October 2012. The CFLP 
delegation toured logistics operations and academic institutions around England to see at first-hand how key 
UK employers engage with the skills system to develop a world class technical and vocational educational 
training system in the logistics sector.  The MoU is an exciting step forward in the development of Sino-UK co-
operation on logistics vocational education. Read more on Logistics Business Magazine. 
 
 
 

 
 

What are the considerable advantages of 
High Speed Trains? 
 
 

 Commercial speed - travel with a high level of 
speed. 

 Total time of travel – benefit from a short 
travel time from door to door. 

 Frequency - profit of a high level of available 
transport, thats what signifies short total travel 
time (in general, the half of the frequency is 
included in the total time of travel) 

 Reliability - profit of a reliable system of 
transport, which works independent in nearly 
each case of weather. 

 Accessibility - you can enter a train 
spontaneous without long check in times, 
which supports your high level of flexibility 

 Comfort - there is a higher level of comfort (in 
terms of space, accelerations, noise, light, etc.) 
than in the plane, bus, or a average car 

 Safety - High speed trains are the safeties 
transport medium 

 “Freedom” - during your trip, you can go 
everywhere and every time you want. 

 Offers high capacity of transport - Up to 
400,000 passengers per day - Reduce traffic 
congestion. 

 Respects the environment - Efficient use of 
land (1/3 motorway - Energy efficiency (x 9 
planes / x 4 cars).  
Source: International Union of Railways 

 
Up today, no accident with injured passenger at 
more than 200 km/h 
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Contact us: Any further queries regarding this digest can be addressed to itl@adb.org. 

High Speed and the City  

 

PRC wants to change the 
structure of its Logistics 
vocational education to ensure 
that it is not a brake on economic 
growth.  
 
Source: Logistics Business 
Magazine 

The study aims to: 
- Present a benchmark of examples where dead end stations have been replaced 
by through stations or where city-shunts with new stations have been built 
around the city so as to avert the inner city station saturation and give direct 
access of train to suburbs. 
- Establish a typology of the various cases according to the main purpose 
underlying the change from dead end to through stations, with a city internal or 
external link. 
- Analyze the different cases from the points of view of the passenger, the city, 
the operator and the infrastructure manager, identifying the benefits of the 
solution adopted for each one of them. 
- Propose a range of criteria in order to identify the favorable context for shifting 
from dead end to through station or to shunts. 
- Showcase the events and the opportunities that may lead to this change, in 
terms of service for the client. 
- Tell to which a high speed line in operation boosts this change. 
Source: International Union of Railways 

 

 

The general 
objective of the 
study is to 
benchmark various 
cases worldwide so 
as to understand 
the pros and cons of 
various schemes to 
increase 
accessibility and 
capacity for High 
Speed stations. 
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